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Fall 2025 Newsletter

Christmas at the Mansion 2025 
All events are held at Gordon Hall, 8311 Island Lake Rd. 

For further information visit our website: 
DexterHistory.org            

This December Gordon Hall will be transformed into a 
magical world where childhood toys come to life. The 

Dexter Area Historical Society invites you to 
w a n d e r t h r o u g h a p l a y f u l h o l i d a y 
wonderland filled with toys that have 
sparked laughter, imagination, and joy for 
generations. In addition, the large displays of  
“Department 56” houses from Milt 
Campbell’s extensive collection will be 

displayed for the final time since the displays must be 
dismantled to prepare for the 2026 restoration work at 
Gordon Hall. 

“Timeless Toys and Traditions” 
A Fundraiser for Gordon Hall   

On Friday, December 5th, join us for a lovely, festive 
evening enjoying strolling hors d’oeuvres, spirits, and 
holiday desserts in the company of other supporters. 
$80 per person supports the restoration of Gordon Hall. 
Dress is business casual. For reservations or questions 
call 734-395-4106 or visit DexterHistory.org. 

“Christmas at the Mansion – A Family Tradition” 
Saturday, December 6,   9 am to 5 pm 
Visit with Santa from 10 am to 3 pm 

Visit beautiful Gordon Hall decorated with 
vintage toys to begin the season with your 
family. Children can enjoy a visit with Santa and 
then make a gingerbread house to take home. 
Plan on taking beautiful family photos in our toy 
land! Suggested donation is $5 per person. 

“A Christmas Tea - Favorite Toy Memories” 
Sunday, December 7, seatings at 1pm and 4 pm 

Enjoy tea served with savories and sweets in the Gordon 
Hall parlors lavishly decorated for the holidays.  In 
keeping with the theme, feel free to bring a favorite 
childhood toy or picture of it. $30 per person (limit 40 
per seating) For reservations, which are required, call 
734-395-4106. 

The Dexter Heritage Guild’s 
 Annual Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale 

The Annual Holiday Bazaar will be  Saturday, 
December 6th, from 9am-3pm. There will be a 
wide variety of handcrafted 
items: ornaments, pillows, 
wreaths, kitchen accessories, 
holiday décor, and beautiful 
apparel. We will also sell our 
popular themed gift baskets. 
There will be drawings for special items: a gift 
certificate for a restaurant and show, two gently 
loved American dolls, and more. Winners will 
be selected at 2 pm, but you need not be present 
to win.  
There will be a Bake Sale featuring a variety of 
baked goods and canned garden treasures such 
as pickled beets and jams. We’re counting on 
donations to make the sale a success. Vegan 
items are appreciated. 
All your delicious donations are welcomed. 

To donate items, please 
b r ing them to the 
M u s e u m , F r i d a y , 
December 5th, between 
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
Someone will be there 
to help you.  

The museum gift shop will be open during the 
Bazaar. 
If you have any questions, send them 
to  dexmuseum@aol.com. All proceeds benefit 
the Dexter Area Museum.   Thank you for your 
continued support of the Museum. Hope to see 
you at the sales! Admission is free. Location: 
Dexter Area Museum, 3443 Inverness, Dexter, 
MI 48130.     

President’s Letter: 
As I write this, the autumn colors are beautiful; but we know winter is coming and with it our holiday events 
at Gordon Hall and the Dexter Area Museum on the first weekend in December. Don’t miss reading about 
our big 2026 construction plans at Gordon Hall! We so appreciate you: our members, volunteers, donors, and 
lovers of history and DAHS. Thank you. We could not do any of this without you!

mailto:dexmuseum@aol.com
http://DexterHistory.org
http://DexterHistory.org
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September 2025 Gordon Hall Days
On Friday, September 12, a wonderful evening was 
enjoyed by all who supported a fundraiser for the 
restoration of Gordon Hall. Delicious  food was 
served by the Dexter Pub, and Erratic Ale supplied 
the beer. Dancing and music was enjoyed by all. 
Saturday, Gordon Hall Days was another 
successful September event. Those attending 
enjoyed historical tours of Gordon Hall and local 
artisans demonstrating  weaving, felting, caning, 
and other historical talents. The train depot and 
archaeology booth were favorites as 
was the car show. Children's crafts, 
games, and animals also made this a 
wonderful family event. 
A Gordon Hall Days tea and fashion show was 
held on Saturday to celebrate Katharine Dexter 

McCormick’s 150th birthday, and 
was  a costume ball with vintage 
women’s and men’s fashions. 
Helen Welford’s lovely ensembles 
were brought to life with her well 
researched information on the 
interesting people and events of 

the period. The tea was well attended. 
A volunteer appreciation  event was held on 
Sunday with many of our wonderful volunteers  
and donors attending. Thank you to everyone who 
he lped make Gordon Hal l Days a very 
successful event! 

Winter Events at Monument Park
Look for the Historical Society’s Christmas Tree (in December) and Ice Sculpture (in 
January) in Monument Park during the holiday and winter months. We are so happy 
to to be part of these events and enjoy supporting our great community which has 
supported the Dexter Museum and Gordon Hall over the years. 

2025 Fall Cemetery Tour
A walking tour was held on Sunday, 
September 21st, at Forest Lawn Cemetery. It 
was a cloudy, drizzly afternoon, but many 
visitors  enjoyed  the tour. There were 
costumed "'actors" at the 
graves  of a number of 
prominent  Dexter area 
residents. Future tours are 
being planned for the 
coming year. Thank you to 
Lisa Ryan from the Dexter Library who helped 
coordinate this tour with the Historical Society 
and Forest Lawn Cemetery.

The Christmas Village Collection 
Open House at Gordon Hall, Friday and Sunday, December 12th & 14th from 6 to 8 pm 

Gordon Hall will host an evening open house to enjoy the beautiful holiday 
decorations and view the extensive “Department 56” house collection which 
was donated by Milt Campbell. This will be the final year to see the entire 
collection as it will be dismantled and portions sold in preparation for the 2026 
restoration work at Gordon Hall. Suggested donation is $5 per adult. 

“The Second Chance Sale!”   Saturday, December 13th 
Don’t miss out! The Heritage Guild will be at the Museum from 10 am to 3 pm for 

this sale.  Gift wrapping will be available for a nominal fee during this sale for items 
purchased at the bazaar.  Plus, Santa will make an appearance from 1 to 3pm.                                    

Bring your own camera for free pictures with Santa! See you then! 

12th Annual Gordon Hall Raffle
The drawing for the raffle was held on Saturday, 
August 6, at the end of the Dexter Summer 

Festival before a park-full of 
Festival attendees. Our 
winner was Eula Eddy, a 
Chelsea resident who was 
just thrilled to win! She 
won 50% of our ticket sales 
and we applied our half of 

the sales to Gordon Hall restoration. 	
Congratulations to Eula (pictured with her 
husband and Sharon Wheeler, DAHS Board 
member) and thanks to all of you.
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Challenge Grant - The Gordon Hall 2026 Project 
Dexter Area Historical Society is preparing to take a transformational step in the restoration of 
Gordon Hall. In 2026 we will reconfigure the interior of Gordon Hall to match its original floor 
plan, add a lift, and completely finish the interior of the central stair hall. (See the adjacent 
article about Big Construction Plans.)  Between a grant and a number of generous donations, we 
already have $750,000 of the $1 million that we need to complete this project. 
For this Challenge Grant, we have a seed donation of $10,000. With this as a start, we have a 
goal to raise $250,000 to complete The Gordon Hall 2026 Project. The deadline for the 
campaign is March 1, 2026. Will you join our legacy of support?  
To donate, please visit the DAHS website at 
www.dexterhistory.org and click the DONATE 
button to use a credit card. Make checks payable 
to DAHS and note ‘Gordon Hall 2026 Project” 
on the memo line. Mail it to DAHS, 3443 
Inverness Street, Dexter, MI 48130. Or contact 
Caryl Burke at 734-476-5232 to discuss. Your 
donation will help us bring the restoration of 
Gordon Hall closer to completion.  Please contact 
us at dextermichhistory@gmail.com and join us as 
we recreate this beautiful space.

Help complete 
The Gordon Hall 

2026 Project 

Goal: $250,000 by 3/1/2026

October 23, 2025

$250,000

$200,000

$150,000

$100,000

$50,000

$10,00010/23/2025- $10,000

Big Construction Plans – The Gordon Hall 2026 Project
After completing numerous small and large restoration projects at Gordon Hall, we 
have reached the point where we need to take a critical next step. In 2026, we will 
hold our breath and dive into the deep end by gutting the interior of the building 
completely and re-studding it according to the original floor plan. For this project, 
we will also install a lift for universal access to the house and we will completely 
finish the interior of the grand central stair hall. When this project is complete in 
early 2027, you will be able to stand at the front door and see what Samuel and 
Millicent Dexter saw in 1843 when they first walked into their new house – you 
will see the back door at the end of the hall, with the staircase on your left going 
straight up to the second floor, and doors to the parlors and dining room on your 
left and right. This transformational step is a million-dollar project and it is 
possible thanks to a grant from the State of Michigan Community Museums Grant 
Program, which is funding nearly half of the cost. We expect to fund the remainder 
with donations and additional grants. (See the adjacent article about The Gordon 
Hall 2026 Project Challenge Grant.)   Be aware, there will still be plenty to do 
after this is complete – heating/cooling, wiring, plumbing, finishing the remaining 
rooms. But we will be over the hump and driving toward completing the dream, 
full restoration of Gordon Hall.

http://www.dexterhistory.org/
mailto:dextermichhistory@gmail.com
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Business Members
The Dexter Area Historical Society began a campaign to bring local Dexter businesses into the 
membership of the Society.   Businesses are offered a lifetime, non-voting membership in the 
society and in return they will receive the newsletter, a membership emblem and recognition 
in the newsletter of those who have joined. If you are interested in joining us, please contact 
us at DexterMichHistory@gmail.com. We are happy to have the following as DAHS Businesses:

Beacon Dental - Dr. David Traynor 
Chelsea Dexter Dental Group 

Cindy Strang Insurance Agency 
CMR Mechanical LLC 

Dexter Family Dentistry - Brent Kolb 
Dexter Oral Surgery and Implant Center 

Dexter Riverside Cellar 
Mike Fitzpatrick of Edward Jones 
Finn’s JM&J Insurance Agency 

Hackney Hardware  

Hosmer-Muehlig Funeral Chapel 
Huron Counseling Services 

Main Street Optometry-Vision 
Reed Barbering - Robin’s 
Spring Valley Trout Farm 

 St. Andrew's UCC Church 
Village Animal Clinic of Dexter 
Wallace & Wallace Properties 
Whitetail Farm - Mary Baude 

Membership Form
On the next page is our Membership Form!  Please print it out and use it to join or renew 

your Membership in the Dexter Area Historical Society! We always need volunteers of all ages and 
diverse skill sets, but one of the areas missing from the form is a place for you to indicate how you 
would like to volunteer to help us. Please let us know what you love to do by putting a note 
somewhere on the page!  

Membership fees are due January 1st each year. We have indicated in the note in your email 
or on your letter the status of your account according to our records. Please use the form on the 
next page to renew or begin a new membership. Mail the form and your check made out to DAHS 
to Dexter Area Historical Society, 3443 Inverness, Dexter, MI 48130.  

Thank you.

DEXTER AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CONTACT  INFORMATION: 

NEWSLETTER - Nancy J. Van Blaricum DexMuseum@aol.com  
WEBMASTER - Jan Weaver   weaver9113@gmail.com  
GORDON HALL SPECIAL EVENTS - Bene Fusilier:  734-426-8972 
HERITAGE GUILD - Jacque’ Merrow  jalyme65@gmail.com   
MUSEUM DIRECTOR - Carol Jones   DexterCofC@aol.com 
GORDON HALL DIRECTOR - Bev Hill:  BeverlyHill6@gmail.com  

FACILITIES: 

DEXTER AREA MUSEUM - 3443 Inverness, Dexter, MI 48130 
GORDON HALL - 8311 Island Lake Rd., Dexter, MI 48130 

PHONE - 734-426-2519    WEBSITE: DexterHistory.org EMAIL: DexterMichHistory@gmail.com  
Museum Hours: Friday and Saturday, 1 to 3 PM, May through November

OFFICERS: 
President: 
Caryl Burke


Vice-President: 
Beverly Hill

Secretary 

Ina Germain

Treasurer 

Jan Weaver


DIRECTORS: 

Carol Jones

Shawn Pierrel


Nancy Van Blaricum

Gary Vander Haagan


Kelsie Tingley

Sharon Wheeler

mailto:DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
mailto:DexMuseum@aol.com
mailto:weaver9113@gmail.com
mailto:jalyme65@gmail.com
mailto:BeverlyHill6@gmail.com
http://DexterHistory.org
mailto:DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
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Membership Form Date:  
Name:  
Address:  
City/State/Zip:  
Telephone:      

(home) (cell)
Email:    

Membership Type* ▢ New member ▢ Renewal
$ Individual $15 yearly

$ Extra gift for Museum
$ Extra gift for Gordon Hall

$ TOTAL 

-----Make checks payable to: Dexter Area Historical Society (DAHS)-----

Mail to: Contact: 
Dexter Area Historical Society Phone: 734.426.2519
3443 Inverness Street Email: DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
Dexter, MI 48130 Website: DexterHistory.org 

Find us on Facebook@dexterhistory
Dexter Area Historical Society

*All memberships except Life and Business are renewed each January.

Dexter Area Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.              revised January 1, 2024

$ Family $25 yearly

$ Student $2 yearly

$ Business $50

$ Life $200


