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Look for us under the red tent at the Summer Festival on August 8-9 near the Civil War 
Monument.  Gordon Hall Raffle tickets are $10 each or $40 for 5 tickets. This is a 
50/50 raffle with the lucky winner receiving half of our total ticket sales. The best thing 
about this raffle is that the half we keep goes toward our restoration of Gordon Hall! 

You can also buy our Bicentennial Book (Dexter, Michigan Then and Now), or a beautiful throw 
celebrating iconic locations in Dexter. DAHS will conduct the 12th annual Gordon Hall Raffle 
drawing on Saturday August 9, 2025 at the gazebo at the end of the Festival. 

Est. 1971 Summer 2025

 Note:  This will be a one day event this year!
. Presenting a weekend of fun for everyone! 
Live animals, antique and flea market, crafts 
and demonstrations, children’s activities, car 
show, and MORE! We even have the 
archaeology group back with a presentation of 
their  work and travels. Also see 
the Model Rai l road  Club's 
fascinating  train display. This will 
be an exciting and full day! Tour 
historic Gordon Hall and visit the 
newly renovated milk house.  There will be a 
Food truck and refreshments on site.
Gordon Hall, 8311 Island Lake Rd, at the 
corner of Dexter-Pinckney Rd, Dexter, MI. Info? 
-  734-426-4767 or DexterHistory.org
All proceeds support the Dexter Area Historical 
Society.

Doors and the bar open at 6:00 pm. 
Historic Gordon Hall will be open for 
you to explore the first floor only 
from 6-7:00 pm. After a short 
program beginning at 7:00, you can 
dance the night away under the tent 
to the sounds of local favorite Billy 

Mack and the Juke Joint Johnnies. Enjoy dinner 
and open bar with beer, wine, and soft drinks 
until 10:00. Tickets are $75 per person or $350 
for 6 people. Advance purchase is suggested. 
Location: Gordon Hall, 8311 Island Lake Rd, at 
the corner of Dexter-Pinckney Rd, Dexter, MI. To 
buy tickets or for more Information about Gordon 
Hall restoration, call 734‑395-4106 or visit 
www.dexterhistory.org   All proceeds benefit the 
work at Gordon Hall. 

You are cordially invited to pass the afternoon under the big tent at Gordon Hall, sipping hot or 
iced tea and nibbling elegant desserts with friends. We will celebrate Katharine 
Dexter McCormick's 150th birthday with a costume ball featuring vintage men's 
and women's fashions of the 19th and 20th century from Helen Welford’s fabulous 
collection. Tickets are $15 for the tea (plus $5/person or $20/car to enter the 
Gordon Hall Days event).  Reservations are recommended.  Call 734-395-4106 or 
use the “Katharine’s Birthday Tea” PayPal link at www.dexterhistory.org. Location: 
Gordon Hall, 8311 Island Lake Rd, at the corner of Dexter‑Pinckney Rd, Dexter, 
MI.  All proceeds support the Dexter Area Historical Society. 

Dancing With the Stars at Gordon Hall 
with Billy Mack 

Friday, September 12. 6-10 pm 
A Benefit for the Restoration of Gordon Hall 

Gordon Hall Days 
Saturday, September 13, 2025 

10:00 am to 6:00 pm  
Donation $5/person or $20/car.  

Gordon Hall Tea and Period Fashion Show – Katharine’s Birthday Tea  
Saturday, September 13 at 1:00 pm.

DAHS at the Dexter Summer Festival 

http://www.dexterhistory.org/
http://www.dexterhistory.org/
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The Heritage Guild 
Greetings from the Heritage Guild.  While this 

is still early summer, we are planning ahead for the 
Holiday Bazaar’s Bake Sale. 
If you will be making jam, jellies 
or pickled vegetables, please 
think about setting aside some of 
your homemade delights to 
donate to our bake sale. 
Many shoppers at the Bazaar 
look for these delicious treasures from the Garden.  
Thank you for any donations and see you at Christmas 
time!     
The Heritage Guild invites and welcomes any new 
members to join the group.  We craft items throughout 
the year for the Holiday Bazaar the first Saturday of 
December.  In the group many talents are represented 
and having a willingness to try new projects in a fun 
atmosphere is characteristic of our members. Our 
meetings are on 3rd & 4th Wednesdays mornings, 
January thru August, then every Wednesday  leading 
up to the Bazaar.  If you are interested, please call 
Carol Ann Emerick, Vice President of the Guild:  
734-223-8001.  Thank you for your interest and look 
forward to you joining the guild. 

Gordon Hall Update  
Something really big has begun at Gordon Hall 

By the end of 2027, we expect to have Gordon 
Hall’s floor plan restored to its original state and our 
grand central hall fully restored. This summer, we 
began improving the structural supports in the 
basement and repairing some bad spots in the stone 
foundation. In 2026, we will remove the interior 
walls of Gordon Hall, put in by the UM, and reframe 
everything in the original floor plan. We will also 
install a lift to provide everyone access to more of 
Gordon Hall. Finally, we will completely finish the 
interior of the grand central stair hall, providing a 
beautiful space containing the elegant staircase and a 
view from the front door to the back door. This 
project will cost $1 million and we have been 
awarded 2 grants supporting it; one for $50,000 
from the Michigan State Historic Preservation 
Office and one for $491,200 from the Michigan 
Community Museums Grant program. This is more 
than half of what we need to finish the work and it 
demonstrates the faith these funders have in us. We 
will be working hard to raise the remaining funds 
needed to complete this transformational project.  
Join us and help us take this huge step toward the 
full restoration of Dexter’s amazing historic home. 

Volunteer and Donor Appreciation Event
Sunday September 14 2-5 pm at Gordon Hall

Drop-in event under the tent
Please join us on the 14th for some music 
with food and drinks and a chance to 
mingle with other lovers of DAHS. There 
will be a short program at 3pm, but 
mostly we want to take the chance to 
make sure you know how much we 
appreciate you.
DAHS would not be anywhere without our 

volunteers and donors. Everything we 
accomplish is only possible because we 
are blessed with this amazing, talented, 
enthusiastic, dedicated, large group of 
volunteers and donors. You set up and 
tear down our events. You clean up after 

our teas. You sell our raffle tickets. You maintain our 
buildings and grounds. You decorate, create, 
organize, pay for, publicize, mow, scrape and paint, 
entertain, repair everything! 

THANK YOU! 

We are saddened by the passing of volunteer Richard Ashley. Richard has volunteered 
whenever needed for most of his life. For us that was running and repairing our model train at 
the museum and helping at Gordon Hall with tours and talks on the Underground Railroad.

The Dexter Area Museum Report 
The Dexter Area Museum began the 2025 season 
with an Open House on May 2. Many of 
the DAHS members attended as well as 
local residents who had not been to the 
Museum ever or at least in a long time. 
One of the highlights of the evening was 
the Charcuterie Board and fresh fruit prepared by 
Jen Taylor. The other highlight was the 
presentation of the very interesting items on 
display at the museum. 

Nina Rackham has announced her retirement as 
Museum Director as of May 3, 2025, but she will 
continue to share her talents as our curator.  
The outside door to the meeting room has been 
successfully turned around and we are now 
looking into the future with possible Air 
Conditioning in the meeting room.
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The Dexter Leader Print Shop
Recently, a fresh coat of paint has completed 
the display of the Dexter Leader print shop.  In 
addition white curtains have been installed to 
hide the storage area.  
 The Dexter Leader was located in Dexter from 
1869-1995, and what was left of the print shop 

was moved to the 
museum years ago. 
Displayed are the old 
type sticks, planer, 
m a l l e t s a n d o l d 
wooden type. Also, 
one can see the 1890 

two page Monarch Drum cylinder press, the 
1880 Golding hand fed press and Lino type 
machines.
The Museum is open on Friday and Saturday 
from 1 to 3pm May through November.

The Dexter Area Historical Society End of the Year Calendar 

August 8-9	 	 Dexter Summer Festival 
August 9	 	 Gordon Hall Raffle Drawing 
August 27	 	 Katharine Dexter McCormick’s 150th birthday 
Sept 12	 	 Dancing Under the Stars with Billy Mack 
Sept 13	 	 Gordon Hall Days 
Sept 13	 	 Gordon Hall Tea and Period Fashion Show 
Sept 14	 	 DAHS Volunteer and Donor Appreciation Event 
Sept 21	 	 Forest Lawn Cemetery Tour 
October 19	 	 DAHS Annual Meeting 
November 29	 Museum closed for the season 
December 5	 Christmas at the Mansion Gala 
December 6	 Christmas at the Mansion 
December 6	 Dexter Heritage Guild Holiday Bazaar at the Museum 
December 7	 Christmas Tea at Gordon Hall 
December 13	 Second Chance Holiday Bazaar at the Museum

2025 Dexter Area Museum Display
Have you ever been curious about life at the turn 
of the 20th century for vintage 
housewife and farm wife? Let’s explore 
what life was like for them. In the 
Victorian and 20th century era, house 
work had a weekly schedule which 
went something like the following:

Monday:  laundry day
Tuesday: ironing and mending 
Wednesday: baking
Thursday: clean the house
Friday: clean kitchen and parlor
Saturday: baking and a thorough         

cleaning of the house 
Sunday: day of rest

In addition to these regular duties there was 
child rearing, cooking meals, hauling 
water, making family garments, 
gardening, harvesting, preserving 
food, and livestock care to consider.

In our display of “Their hands were never Idle” 
we put together items that the housewife or farm 
wife could always be busy doing.

The 2025 Fall Forest Lawn Cemetery Tour
The Historical Society will again team up with the Dexter District Library and the Forest Lawn 
Cemetery to repeat last spring’s cemetery tour  The fall event will be on Sunday September 21st  

from 2 to 4pm. This will be a walking tour of the historic cemetery on Grand Street. 
The free tours will include the graves of prominent Dexter residents. Groups will be 
walking over uneven grounds to various grave sites. Group size will be limited to 
facilitate interaction with the characters.. Go to https://dexter.lib.mi.us/ to register or 

call the Library at: 734-426-4477.

Museum Yard Sale 
D e a r f r i e n d s o f t h e 
Museum, we thank you 
for ALL of your donations 
to the Garage/Yard Sale! It 
seemed that we had 
fewer items donated and 
yet we still made   $975, 

w i th in a f ew 
dollars of last 
year's sale! Very 
l i t t le went to 
Sha re House 
and Kiwanis so 

the planet was grateful 
too! We are planning to 
have this become an 
annual event, so please 
save your treasures for 
next year 's sale.


Thank you all again.

https://dexter.lib.mi.us/
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The Katharine Dexter McCormick Story 
In preparation for the 150th birthday of Katharine Dexter McCormick, five articles were written to tell the 
story of her life. A group of DAHS members each took a portion of her life and concentrated on the events 
that made her such a remarkable woman! What is published here in the Dexter Area Historical Society 
Newsletter is a condensed version of the five separate articles that have been or will be published in the Sun 
Times News  at: https://thesuntimesnews.com/.  Please go to their site to see the five articles published 
between July 9 to August 27, 2025.
Katharine Moore Dexter, granddaughter of Judge Samuel W. Dexter, was born in Dexter’s Gordon Hall 
on August 27, 1875.  Her father Wirt was a prominent 
Chicago lawyer, but her mother, Josephine Moore Dexter, 
had come to Dexter for the birth as noted in the 1875 
Dexter Leader. 
Katharine loved learning and books, and was described 
by her teachers as serious, mature and a high achiever. 
She and her older brother Samuel attended the best 
private schools.  As a young girl, at a dance lesson, she 
first met her future husband, Stanley McCormick. 
Katharine’s father, Wirt Dexter died unexpectedly in 1890 when Katharine was 14 years old, and 
shortly after, she and her mother moved to Boston where her brother Samuel was attending Harvard.  
Sadly, Samuel died of meningitis in 1893 at the age of 26 and Katharine was devastated by his death.  
Katharine planned to study science and even thought of becoming a doctor. However, after Samuel’s 

death, she accompanied her grieving mother on a European trip 
which lasted eighteen months. In November of 1895 they returned to 
Boston and Katharine began the process of enrolling in MIT. It took 
three years, but at the age of 24, Katharine was admitted to MIT  as a 
degree student in biology. She received her diploma in 1904 just a 
few months shy of her 29th birthday. 
During this time Katharine joined a group called the College Equal 
Suffrage League whose objective was to promote the suffrage 
sentiment among college women.  This was the beginning of her long 
association with the fight for women’s rights. 
While still in school in 1903, Katharine was re-introduced to Stanley 
McCormick. who was the son of Cyrus H. McCormick, the founder of 
the International Harvester Company in Chicago.  Stanley was 

smitten with her, but his occasional erratic behavior 
concerned Katharine. Their tumultuous courtship was finally 
culminated with their marriage in September 1904.   Their 
happiness did not last long as Stanley’s illness became more 
pronounced resulting in hospitalization. 
Stanley was treated and subsequently diagnosed with 
schizophrenia. Katharine and the McCormick family were 
continually at odds regarding Stanley’s treatment and she 
fought successfully to remain his guardian while constantly 
seeking new medical treatments.  He received care in several 
psychiatric hospitals and subsequently at Riven Rock, a large 
estate in California until his death in 1947. 

The Dexter Leader, 9/10/1875

Gordon Hall in about 1870, 
before the tower was added.

GH early 1900’s showing tower added in 
the late 1870s.

https://thesuntimesnews.com/
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Katharine traveled and worked tirelessly to secure the right to vote for women, first in Massachusetts 
and then nationally. She and members of the NAWSA, the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, of which she served as a Vice President, saw the passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920. 
Once the 19th Amendment had passed, securing women’s right to vote, Katharine focused her 
energies with Carrie Chapman Catt to establish the League of Women Voters and she served as the 
organization’s first Vice President.  
Katharine worked for many years to improve women’s health care with Margaret Sanger. She  
supplied Sanger’s Clinical Research Bureau with over a thousand European produced diaphragms by 
smuggling them into the U.S. in her Parisian fashions. With her background as a scientist, she took a 
keen interest in and fully funded, the research leading to the development of the birth control pill. 
The story of Katharine Dexter McCormick continues with the help of some local officials and citizens. 
But first, a quick history of Gordon Hall. Built from 1841 to 1843 as not only a new home for the 
family, but also a place where Judge Dexter could become a farmer as he always wanted to be. The 
former family home, built in 1826 on what is now Huron Street, was too close to the area that he had  
given for the construction of the railroad.  
Located on a hill overlooking the Village, Gordon Hall 
served as a home for the Dexter family until 1899. It was 
sold to Thomas Birkett, then to Dr. Charles C. Crumrine, 
Sr. who contacted Emil Lorch, the Dean of the UM School 
of Architecture, seeking help in the restoration of the hall. 
After Crumrine’s death, the neglected property went into 
disrepair and his son sold the property to Katharine 
Dexter McCormick in 1939. There is no proof that she 
actually came here, as the papers were signed in Chicago 
where she was busy dealing with the death and affairs of 
her mother, Josephine Moore Dexter who died in 1937. 
In 1934, architects from the Historic American Building 
Survey (HABS) surveyed Gordon Hall and in 1937, the 
Huron Street House. Royal Copeland, wrote to Emil Lorch 
in 1938 asking him to make sure that Katharine knew 
about the poor condition of both houses. But even after a major attempt to save it by local historians, 
the Huron River house was torn down in 1939. 
Katharine’s purchase saved Gordon Hall as she hired Emil Lorch, to completely renovate it. He 
immediately began hiring helpers and proceeded to meticulously repair the exterior and interior of 
the hall.  

Excitement was building in Dexter as the whole 
community prepared for the Centennial of the 
Railroad in 1941. There were plans made for every 
part of Dexter including an Open House at Gordon 
Hall.  
After the grand Centennial event, Lorch continued his 
restoration, but with the onset of World War II, it 
became difficult to find help. Renovations continued 
until 1949, although there are no pictures or other 
documents to show us of any work done. 

The back ofGordon Hawk in the HABS 
1934 picture - note the tower on the right 

and the Northern ell on the left.

1941 - the back after Lorch’s renovation - note 
no tower on right as it was taken down by 

Lorch’s men. 
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In 1947, Katharine’s husband, Stanley W. McCormick, passed away, leaving Katharine with a vast 
fortune, several houses, and large tax obligations. Hoping to ease her tax burden,  in 1950 she 
donated Gordon Hall to the University of Michigan with the stipulation that it be used for faculty 
housing. The plan called for alterations to create four apartments. 
The university almost immediately set to work preparing the 
house for construction by removing the Northwest Ell, 
ripping out the original interior walls, central hall, and 
staircase.  
Meanwhile, the drastic interior changes occurring at Gordon 
Hall did not go without public comment.  Regardless, the 
university’s plan went ahead, but to this day, the objection to 
the reconfigured interior continues to rankle locals, 
historians, and architects. 
The University approached Katharine again in 1955 to 
acquire funds to build two houses for rental to retired UM 
faculty and administrators.  She advanced the University $50,000 for this purpose.   
Katharine Dexter McCormick made a significant impact on women’s equality in the areas of suffrage, 
contraception, and scientific education. She was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame, 
in Seneca Falls, New York, in July of 1998, and in 2000, she was inducted into the Michigan 
Women’s Hall of Fame. 
The rest of the story … 
Although Katharine did not spend much time in Dexter, her purchase of the property and her 
subsequent donation to the University of Michigan helped to preserve this historic building for 
Dexter residents to enjoy.   
In 2000, after nearly 50 years of ownership and apartment rental, the University Regents decided to 

sell Gordon Hall, but first they contacted the Washtenaw County 
Historic District Commission and the designation of the entire 
property consisting of 67 acres as Gordon Hall Historic District 
occurred in 2001. 
 In the meantime, the Dexter Area Historical Society (DAHS), Dexter 
community groups and interested people began sponsoring events and 
soliciting donations to help with the purchase of the hall.  With this 
community support the Dexter Area Historical Society and Museum 
purchased the property in 2006.  A parcel was sold in 2009, to the 
United Methodist Retirement Community, Inc., who built a senior 
citizens' retirement facility, “The Cedars” on the site.  

Immediately after the purchase, the DAHS began work on its vision to restore the home to its original 
configuration and to make the home and property accessible to the 
community for public events and private gatherings.  A master plan 
for the rehabilitation work was commissioned.  Outdoor work, such 
as the roof, porches and siding was tackled.  In 2020 new restrooms 
were added to the north side and in 2024 the electrical entrance 
service was completely  replaced. Now in 2025, we are completing 
the work of reinforcing the foundation to support the upper-level 
restoration.Beginning in 2026 we will start the interior work which 
will include removing the inside apartment walls, opening of the 
main hall and reconfiguring the stairs, installing a lift, as well as 
plaster, trim and window work.    
DAHS recently received a grant from the Michigan Museums Grant Program and are working to get 
the required community match.  You can help in this effort by donating through our web page 
www.dexterhistory.org  or by attending DAHS events. 

About 1970 - Back of Gordon Hall 
showing porch used as a fire escape. 

Also note 3 doors added to allow egress.

The back of Gordon Hall in 
about 2010.

The back of Gordon Hall in 
2020.

http://www.dexterhistory.org
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Business Members
The Dexter Area Historical Society began a campaign to bring local Dexter businesses 
into the membership of the Society.   Businesses are offered a lifetime, non-voting 
membership in the society and in return they will receive the newsletter, a membership 
emblem and recognition in the newsletter of those who have joined. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact us at DexterMichHistory@gmail.com.  We are 
happy to have the following as DAHS Businesses: 

Beacon Dental - Dr. David Traynor 
Chelsea Dexter Dental Group 

Cindy Strang Insurance Agency 
CMR Mechanical LLC 

Dexter Family Dentistry - Brent Kolb 
Dexter Oral Surgery and Implant Center 

Dexter Riverside Cellar 
Mike Fitzpatrick of Edward Jones 
Finn’s JM&J Insurance Agency 

Hackney Hardware  

Hosmer-Muehlig Funeral Chapel 
Huron Counseling Services 

Main Street Optometry-Vision 
Reed Barbering - Robin’s 
Spring Valley Trout Farm 

 St. Andrew's UCC Church 
Village Animal Clinic of Dexter 
Wallace & Wallace Properties 
Whitetail Farm - Mary Baude

Membership Form
On the next page is our Membership Form!  Please print it out and use it to join or renew your 

Membership in the Dexter Area Historical Society! We always need volunteers of all ages and 
diverse skill sets, but one of the areas missing from the form is a place for you to indicate how you 
would like to volunteer to help us. Please let us know what you love to do by putting a note 
somewhere on the page!  

Membership fees are due January 1st each year. We have indicated in the note in your email 
or on your letter the status of your account according to our records. Please use the form on the 
next page to renew or begin a new membership. Mail the form and your check made out to DAHS to 
Dexter Area Historical Society, 3443 Inverness, Dexter, MI 48130.  Thank you.

DEXTER AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS: 
President 

Caryl Burke

Vice-President 

Beverly Hill

Secretary 

Ina Germain

Treasurer 

Jan Weaver


DIRECTORS: 
Carol Jones


Shawn Pierrel

Kelsey Tingley


Nancy Van Blaricum

Gary Vander Haagan


Sharon Wheeler

CONTACT  INFORMATION: 
NEWSLETTER - Nancy J. Van Blaricum DexMuseum@aol.com  

WEBMASTER - Jan Weaver   weaver9113@gmail.com  
GORDON HALL SPECIAL EVENTS - Bene Fusilier:  734-426-8972 

HERITAGE GUILD - Jacque’ Merrow - jalyme65@gmail.com   
MUSEUM DIRECTOR - Carol Jones - DexterCofC@aol.com  

GORDON HALL DIRECTOR - Bev Hill:  BeverlyHill6@gmail.com  

FACILITIES: 

DEXTER AREA MUSEUM - 3443 Inverness, Dexter, MI 48130 

GORDON HALL - 8311 Island Lake Rd., Dexter, MI 48130 

PHONE - (734) 426-2519.   WEBSITE: DexterHistory.org EMAIL: DexterMichHistory@gmail.com  

Museum Hours: Friday and Saturday, 1 to 3 PM, May through November

mailto:DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
http://DexterHistory.org
mailto:DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
mailto:DexMuseum@aol.com
mailto:weaver9113@gmail.com
mailto:jalyme65@gmail.com
mailto:DexterCofC@aol.com
mailto:BeverlyHill6@gmail.com
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Membership Form Date:  
Name:  
Address:  
City/State/Zip:  
Telephone:      

(home) (cell)
Email:    

Membership Type* ▢ New member ▢ Renewal
$ Individual $15 yearly

$ Extra gift for Museum
$ Extra gift for Gordon Hall

$ TOTAL 

-----Make checks payable to: Dexter Area Historical Society (DAHS)-----

Mail to: Contact: 
Dexter Area Historical Society Phone: 734.426.2519
3443 Inverness Street Email: DexterMichHistory@gmail.com
Dexter, MI 48130 Website: DexterHistory.org 

Find us on Facebook@dexterhistory
Dexter Area Historical Society

*All memberships except Life and Business are renewed each January.

Dexter Area Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.              revised January 1, 2024

$ Family $25 yearly

$ Student $2 yearly

$ Business $50

$ Life $200


