Estab. 1971 2026 Winter Newsletter

Welcome to 2026! After a wonderful holiday season with lots of visitors and great experiences at
/ '.l' Gordon Hall and the Museum, we are diving head first into a busy and exciting new
i’ year. While it is still cold, we are planning and preparing for the events, exhibits,

Q (250th) birthday. Stay tuned for updates on our website and reach out with
Y questions, suggestions, and offers. We love talking to other history buffs! In the
meantime, stay warm! Caryl Burke, President

Christmas at the Mansion 2025 Events

Timeless Toys and Traditions was the theme for the 2025 Christmas at the Mansion
events. At our well attended Friday evening fundraiser, guests enjoyed festive
foods, spirits and holiday desserts in magically decorated Gordon Hall. It was filled
with antique toys, traditional trees and festive decorations to transport our Gordon
Hall supporters into a joyful time. The large Department 56 collection of houses.
donated by Milt Campbell was on display a final time before being stored in
anticipation of the Gordon Hall restoration work to begin in 2026.

Saturday Open House

During the first weekend in December, Gordon Hall welcomed in the holiday
season with beautiful decorations and antique and vintage toys, paper chains, and
stockings for the Judge Dexter family making it a very special event before the
restoration work begins in earnest. Our favorite Santa was back again this year for
the thirteenth time and many parents mentioned that this was the only Santa their
children had ever visited. To make the event even more special, everyone made
gingerbread houses to take home as a reminder of the Gordon Hall weekend. The
days were enjoyed by all. A special thanks goes to all of our volunteers and
decorators — especially the two Lauras from the 3 Bird store in Dexter.

Sunday Teas Extra Open Houses
The Christmas at the Mansion Sunday teas We opened Gordon Hall for two additional evenings

. . for visitors who happened to miss the Christmas At
were once again very popular as guests enjoyed the Mansion weekend. We are always surprised to
tea, savories and sweets in magically decorated hear that so many of the visitors
Gordon Hall. Childhood toys and the | |¥atudaadt % LA& <oy that they have lived in Dexter
lovely memories they created were a4 for many years and yet this was
shared with guests by speakers: || Sushuke.idile their first visit to Gordon Hall. We
Jane, Carol, Kandie and Helen | |BLMEEREIR] ove relating the history of Gordon

. HaII as well as having them visit
|(pictured), who shared about her our Christmas house display and
“rocking horse “Dobbin”. Several of Mau of the decorations. This was

the toys on display also brought back ' % another special time to share our
wonderful memories which were spontaneously | | |ove for our historic mansion.
shared among the guests.
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Events at the Museum

2025 was a good year for the Dexter Heritage Guild!

- ~§m We appreciate the support of members of the Dexter Area Historical Society for

b our major fundraisers, the DuMouchelles Antique Appraisal,
. 'garage sale, and the Holiday Bazaar and Bake Sale. The delicious looking
baked goods and canned treats were appreciated by our customers. People
also loved looking at and then purchasing the vintage Christmas decorations

the museum

[ donated to us by DAHS members. We saw people reminiscing about Christmas

at Grandma s and then purchasing items. We held a Second Chance Sale the following
week. This was well received by those who missed the Holiday Bazaar.

Here is how you can help this year. Our DuMouchelles' Antique Appraisal will be
Saturday, May 2nd. You can schedule one or more 15-minutes appointments for a verbal
appraisal. You can bring up to two items for each time slot. The fee is $10 per item, 2 items
would be $20 paid by cash or check. We have changed to an on-line scheduling process

this year. Click on the link: https://ziply.pk/Antique-Appraisal and complete the short

-reservation form. You can repeat the process if you have more than two items. If you have
any difficulty, please call Carol Ann Emerick: 734-223-8001.

We would also appreciate donations of vintage Christmas decorations for this

year's sale. If you are ready to part with some of your well loved items that are in excellent
condition, please bring them to the museum.

The Heritage Guild appreciates the continued support from everyone! Please

remember: new members are always welcomed to join our group, even those who go south in the

winter. Thank youl!

2025 Monument Park Christmas Tree

. -'f} ACeci Reicher and Bev Hill,

: .our Historical Society creative
; {duo, again decorated a
Monument Park Christmas
Tree to show the community
“= how much we appreciate their

_support. In keeping with the

theme, decorations included
old time ornaments and candle lights,

2026 Raffle

We are excited to announce that our raffle will be
back again this year topg -

help raise funds for the}
restoration of Gordon
Hall. This year we not
only will be selling tickets
but will keep you updated
on our progress - looking
forward to seeing you
this summer!

Museum report

Historically, the Dexter Area Museum
landscaping has been cared for by outside
organizations such as the Girl Scouts or the
Garden Club. Tasks included spring or fall
cleanup and weeding as needed. There are 3
beds at the current
time: Bed one is in
front of the Museum |
facing Invernessy¥
Street; Bed two 1sl', A
along the side of the 5
Museum facing the
parking lot; and Bed three is in the area by
the side porch where the oak tree was.

The Historical Society is looking for
someone or group to volunteer to handle the
beds with weeding, pruning and mulching
the grounds.

Please contact Carol Jones at the Museum
at 734-426-2519 if you or a group are
interested in helping.
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A Special Display at the Dexter District Library

Check out the display celebrating our Nations 250th
Birthday at the Dexter District Library! It is there through
March, and is sponsored by the Consortium of Washtenaw
County Museums along with the students from Hillsdale
College and presents the major United States Documents|]
along with descriptions of them. The poster Boards can be found on the 2nd floor of the
Dexter District Library. Make sure that you check both sides of the posters!

Challenge Grant - The Gordon Hall 2026 Project

This year, we will restore the original floor plan of Gordon Hall, install a lift, and completely
finish the inside of the central hall. The expected cost for this transformational project is $1
million, and we already have $750,000 of it. If you have loved Gordon Hall and would like to
help with its restoration, this is your chance! Our goal for this Challenge Grant is now
$50,000 and as of today, generous donors from this community have already provided
$40,000. OUR SINCERE THANKS to those of you who have already donated!

Will you join our legacy of support? The deadline for this campaign

is March 31, 2026. To donate with a credit card, visit the DAHS| - i i
website at dexterhistory.org and click the DONATE button. Make]| .. ,,f,,_,:_.,..;‘.,.., e
checks payable to DAHS and note “Gordon Hall 2026 Project” on| www: -
the memo line. Mail it to DAHS, 3443 Inverness Street, Dexter, Mi s
48130. Or contact Caryl Burke at 734-476-5232 to discuss. Your| . e
donation will help us bring the restoration of Gordon Hall closer to| ™~ 7% &g o

completion. Please contact us at dextermichhistory@gmail.com
and join us as we re-create this beautiful space.

Preparing for Gordon Hall Restoration Work

Beginning in December, after the Christmas At The Mansion activities had |—"
concluded, an army of volunteers came to Gordon Hall to remove everything |
in every room in preparation for the restoration work. At first this seemed to
be monumental but as time progressed, we began to see progress. Over
three weekends, with the help of a few strong (younger) helpers and a group
of National Honor Society students, we were able to move everything into the
attic and into a storage Pod located next to the garage. Packing up and storing or selling the many
Christmas Village houses was a huge job all by itself. Many items that
we hadn't used for years at our events were donated to other
organizations throughout the community. All of the appliances were
given away which was good but somewhat sad since they represented
so many years of use at our many events and activities. Thank you
everyone for all of your help not only helping us move but also for your
donations to make our restoration dreams begin to come true.
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Gordon Hall Construction Update

December saw the completion of our work to improve the
structural supports inside Gordon Hall. Numerous joist
repairs and several new steel beams in the basement have ||
brought our load-bearing capacity in the house to 100 lb/
square inch, plenty to safely hold up all the visitors we
expect after restoration is complete. Many thanks to Phoenix
Contractors and Hopkins Burns Design Studio, our long-time
partners in the restoration of Gordon Hall, as well as to Grit
—— 5 ~ gy Construction and DDI Inc, our contractors for this project.
: - ~ "Finally, our sincere appreciation to the Michigan State
- Historic Preservation Office whose grant partially funded
the project, and to Joe Frost and Washtenaw County who
coordinated and administered the grant.

As soon as the holiday activities at Gordon Hall were
complete, a large team of volunteers went to work to pack
up everything in Gordon Hall. After a month of work in
brutally cold weather, the house is empty and ready for construction activities! MANY
THANKS to that wonderful team of nearly 40 volunteers who helped with that
monumental project! Stay tuned for updates on our progress through 2026 as we
demolish the interior, re-stud it in the original floor plan, install a lift, and completely
finish the inside of the central hall.

2026 Calendar for the Dexter Area Historical Society

e January thru March - The 250th US Display at the Dexter District Library
e May 1 Museum opens for the season - “Footprints of History”
e May 2 Antique Appraisals with DuMouchelle’s at the Museum

e May 16: Gordon Hall Raffle ticket sales begin at the Dexter Garden Club
Spring Plant Sale

e May 25 Memorial Day Parade
e May 28-30 Museum Yard Sale, sponsored by the Dexter Heritage Guild
¢ June and July Repeat of the 250th US Display at the Dexter District Library

e Stay tuned for additional events later in the year .

Dexter Area Historical Society - 2026 Winter Newsletter  Page 4



Business Members
The Dexter Area Historical Society began a campaign to bring local Dexter businesses
into the membership of the Society. Businesses are offered a lifetime, non-voting
membership in the society and in return they will receive the newsletter, a membership
emblem and recognition in the newsletter of those who have joined. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact us at DexterMichHistory@gmail.com. We are
happy to have the following as DAHS Businesses:

Beacon Dental - Dr. David Traynor Hosmer-Muehlig Funeral Chapel
Chelsea Dexter Dental Group Huron Counseling Services
Cindy Strang Insurance Agency Main Street Optometry-Vision

CMR Mechanical LLC

Reed Barbering - Robin’s
Dexter Family Dentistry - Brent Kolb

Dexter Oral Surgery and Implant Center
Dexter Riverside Cellar
Mike Fitzpatrick of Edward Jones
Finn’s JM&J Insurance Agency
Hackney Hardware

Spring Valley Trout Farm
St. Andrew's UCC Church
Village Animal Clinic of Dexter
Wallace & Wallace Properties
Whitetail Farm - Mary Baude

Membership Form

On the next page is our Membership Form! Please print it out and use it to join or renew your
Membership in the Dexter Area Historical Society! We always need volunteers of all ages and
diverse skill sets, but one of the areas missing from the form is a place for you to indicate how you
would like to volunteer to help us. Please let us know what you love to do by putting a note
somewhere on the page!

Membership fees are due January 1st each year. We have indicated in the note in your email
or on your letter the status of your account according to our records. Please use the form on the
next page to renew or begin a new membership. Mail the form and your check made out to DAHS to
Dexter Area Historical Society, 3443 Inverness, Dexter, Ml 48130. Thank you.

DEXTER AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

OFFICERS: DIRECTORS: CONTACT INFORMATION:
President Carol Jones NEWSLETTER - Nancy J. Van Blaricum DexMuseum@aol.com
Caryl Burke ) WEBMASTER - Jan Weaver weaver9113@gmail.com
Vice-President Shawn Pierrel GORDONHALLSPECIALEVENTS -BeneFusilier: 734-426-8972
Beverly Hill Ke|sey T|ng|ey HERITAGE GUILD - Jacque’ Merrow jalyme65 @ gmail.com
MUSEUM DIRECTOR - Carol Jones: DexterCofC@aol.com
Secretary Nancy Van Blaricum GORDON HALL DIRECTOR - Bev Hill: BeverlyHill6@gmail.com
Ina Germain Gary Vander Haagan FACILITIES:
Treasurer Sharon Wheeler DEXTER AREA MUSEUM - 3443 Inverness, Dexter, Ml 48130
Jan Weaver GORDON HALL - 8311 Island Lake Rd., Dexter, M 48130

PHONE - (734) 426-2519. WEBSITE: DexterHistory.org EMAIL: DexterMichHistory@gmail.com

Museum Hours: Friday and Saturday, 1 to 3 PM, May through November
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DEXTER AREA

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Membership Form Date:

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Telephone:

(home)

Email:

(cell)

Membership Type* [ ] New member [_] Renewal

$ Individual $15 yearly

$ Family $25 yearly

$ Student  $2 yearly

$ Business  $50

$ Life $200

$ Extra gift for Museum

$ Extra gift for Gordon Hall
$ TOTAL

Mail to: Contact:

Dexter Area Historical Society Phone: 734.426.2519

3443 Inverness Street Email: DexterMichHistory @ gmail.com
Dexter,M148130 Website: DexterHistory.org

Find us on Facebook @dexterhistory

Dexter Area Historical Society

* All memberships except Life and Business are renewed each January.

Dexter Area Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. revised January 1,2024



